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Women and 

Unionism

1979 The FTQ holds its first conference on
the status of women and CUPE-
Québec establishes a women’s com-
mittee.

1985 CUPE-Québec organizes an equality
access program and the FTQ includes
women in its title.

1987 Women hold three vice-presidencies at
the FTQ and CUPE-Québec imple-
ments a pay equity action plan. 

1992 The FTQ launches the first edition of
NouvElles en condition féminine –
FTQ.
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Commemorative Events

1977 (March 8) The UN launches Interna-
tional Women’s Day.

1991 (December 6) National Day of 
Remembrance and Action on 
Violence Against Women.

1995 (June 4) 15,000 women take part in
the Bread and Roses March outside
the National Assembly.

1999 (November 25) The UN launches
International Day for the Elimination
of Violence against Women.
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Social Progress

1918 McGill University admits women to its
faculty of medicine.

1944 Women gain the right to vote.

1966 The Fédération des femmes du
Québec (Québec Women’s Federa-
tion) and the Association féminine de
l’éducation et des actions sociales
(Women’s association for education
and social action) are established.

1969 Divorce is legalized.

1971 Janet Corbière-Lavell contests the 
Indian Act to keep her status after 
marrying a non-Native.

1975 The UN issues a declaration on Inter-
national Women’s Year, and Québec
enacts the Charter of Human Rights
and Freedoms.

1981 Women now keep their name after
marriage.

1995 Québec adopts a policy to combat 
domestic violence.

1996 The Bouchard government passes the
Pay Equity Act.

2001 Employment equality is enacted in the
public sector. 

Women and Parenthood

1945 First family allowance payments are
issued.

1960 Use of first oral contraceptives 
is approved.

1988 Abortion is legalized.

1992 End of universal family allowance.

1994 Midwife pilot projects are carried out
and birthing centres are established.

1995 Child support payments are automa -
tically collected.

1997 The Marois Reform launches inte-
grated child benefits and $5 daycare.

1999 Midwifery is legalized in Québec.

2004 The Assisted Human Reproduction
Act comes into effect.

2006 New parental insurance plan is imple-
mented. 

Women Trailblazers

1903 Irma Levasseur, first woman admitted
to the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of the Province of Québec
and co-founder of the Hôpital Sainte-
Justine. 

1911 Marie Gérin-Lajoie, first woman to
graduate from the Université de 
Montréal.

1925 Dr. Marthe Pelland, first woman admit-
ted to the medical program at the Uni-
versité de Montréal.

1930 Cairine Reay Wilson, Canada’s first 
female senator.

1942 Madeleine Parent, leader of the move-
ment to unionize Dominion Textile in
Valleyfield and Montréal.

1951 Thérèse Casgrain, first woman to lead
a Québec political party.

1961 Marie-Claire Kirkland, first female
member of Québec’s National Assem-
bly.

1968 Mary Two-Axe, first crusader to repre-
sent Native women in Québec.

1982 Elizabeth MacRae, Canada’s first 
female neurosurgeon.

2012 Pauline Marois, Québec’s first female
premier.
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